INTRODUCTION

Tuberculosis (TB) remains an international
sanitary concern (1) (2) mainly due to factors such as:
the carelessness of governments about disease control;
badly administered tuberculosis control programs (TCP); poverty; population growth and migration; and the significant increase in cases in regions with a high prevalence of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) (2) (3) . With the aim of improving conditions related to TB control, the 44 th World Health Assembly (1991) (4) presented and recommended the DOTS Strategy supply of standard medications; and the system of case register and report (2, 5) . (6) . (6) (7) .
The region of the Americas is responsible for 4% of TB reports at the global level, with 227,551
reported TB cases for all TB forms at a rate of 26.0/ 100,000 inhabitants (6) . The same document shows that in Brazil 83,575 new cases were reported in 2003 with an incidence of 47.3/100,000 inhabitants, ranging from 18.7/100,000 in Tocantins and 79.6/100,000 in Rio de Janeiro (6) . There were 5,159 TB deaths in 2003, and the mortality rate was 3.0/100,000 inhabitants (6, (8) (9) .
EPIDEMIOLOGIC TENDENCIES OF TUBERCULOSIS
The 9 th WHO Report (6) showed that the TB (8) . In Brazil the latest data show a continuous downward tendency of TB incidence, falling at approximately 3% per year for all smear-positive cases specifically, as well as all TB cases in general (10) . were new smear-positive cases, which represents a detection rate of 45% (6) (7) (8) .
THE IMPACT OF THE DOTS STRATEGY ON PROGRAM RESULTS
Eighty
In the region of the Americas, 78% of the population is covered by the DOTS strategy. With 142,409 new TB cases, this represents a rate of 16/ 100,000 inhabitants (7) (8) (9) . (6) (7) (8) (9) .
FINAL CONSIDERATIONS
TB numbers in the world, and specifically in Brazil, are a matter of concern. Efforts have been made to improve the situation, and the DOTS strategy is a feasible and efficacious alternative to reaching goals set by the WHO (11) . Brazil has made a special effort to include the DOTS strategy in its 315 priority cities. Nonetheless, efforts must be channeled into making Brazil's routine disease surveillance system the major instrument for monitoring tendencies of TB cases and deaths, and to evaluate the future impact of control measures (12) . In addition, special attention must be given to the confirmation of sputum conversion at the end of treatment, which is a crucial action in preventing multidrug resistance (6, 9) 
